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REPORT 


OF THE 


Commissioner i Swany Lands. 


OFFICE CoMMISSIONER OF SWAMP 1880. "t 


JACKSON, Miss., Jan. 1, 1880. 
To His Excellency, J. M. Stone, Governor of Mississippi: - 


Sir: In obedience to an act of the Legislature, approved 
February 1st, 1877, I have the honor herewith to submit to 
your Excellency, my report of the transactions of this office 
for the two fiscal years, ending January Ist, 1880, and with it 
present such facts, relative to the land interest of the State, 
as have come under my observation for your consideration. 

To confine this report to a striet conformity with the law, 
Ishould mention therein only the "Swamp and Overflowed," 
and *Internal Improvement Lands." Whileendeavoring to per- 
form the duties required of me, I have obtained more or less 
information relative to other land interests of the State, and 
deem them of sufficient publie interest to give you a brief ` 
statement of them. 

The following is the order in which the subjects of this re- : 
port will be considered: 

1. The Internal Improvement Lands. 

2. The Swamp and Overflowed Lands. 

3. Record of the Surveyof General's Office. 

4. Miscellaneous. 


l.—THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS. 


The 500,000 acre gant: this was a grant by act of Congress, 
approved September 4, 1841, and the lands were granted for 
internal improvements. 

These lands were selected by agents of the State from the 
vacant government lands in this State. They were selected at 
a time when the lands of the government had not been so thor- 
oughly cuiled and picked, and there was every reason to be- 
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lieve that the very best lands in the State were being selected. 

The State, by various acts of the Legislature, from time to 
time, have sold, or otherwise disposed of, four hundred aud 
seventy-five thousand nine hundred and twenty-six acres and^ 
eighty-seven hundredths ofan acre, leaving yet to be disposed 
of twenty-four thousand and seventy-three acres and thirteen- 
hundredths of an acre, situated in the counties of Holmes, 
Leflore, Grenada, Panola, Yalobusha, Calhoun, Oktibbeha, Co- 
ahoma, Bolivar, Tallahatchie and Quitman. 

The Legislature at its last session passed the following act: 

“An Act to provide for the sale of the lands known as the 
‘internal improvement lands’ donated by Congress to the 
State of Mississippi for purposes of internal improvements, re- 
maining unsold. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, That hereafter the lands in this State known as the 
‘internal improvement lands” donated by Congress to the 
State of Mississippi for purposes of internal improvements, 
and now remaining unsold, shall be sold to any person desir- 
ing to purchase the same at the sum of fifty cents per acre. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the powers and duties now ` 
possessed and discharged by the Secretary of State in refer- 
ence to said lands, be and the same are hereby devolved upon 
the Swamp Land Commissioner, and he shall have the same 
powers and duties in reference to the sale and disposal of said 
lands, subject to the same restrictions and regulations of ex- 
isting laws, except as to price, that the Secretary of State now 
has. 

Src. 3. Beit further enacted, That this act take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage. 

APPROVED, March 4, 1878. 

Under the provisions of this act I have made sales as shown 
by “Exhibit A.” I am of the opinion that these lands will 
sellrapidly when it is known to the publie that the lands are 
for sale, and subject to no restrictions as to quantity, settle- 
ment, ete. “Exhibit B" shows the land remaining unsold, and 
the counties in which it is situated. 


2—THE SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 


This class of lands.was granted to the State, by an Act of 
Congress, approved September 28, 1850, and were selected by 
agents appointed by the Governor under instructions from the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

It is impossible as yet to give the actual number of acres of 
land to which the State is entitled under this Act.) The Com- 
mi$sioner of the General Land Office reports as follows: 


Number of acres selected by the State.......... rere 3,070,645 
Number of acres approved by the Secretary of the 


Tonteri resres cere ce devesectes rere sateen eevereseeceeeess,5:068, 642 


, 
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Number of acres approved and patents issued there- 
TOR EC PE saeia 2,681,383 


From this report it appears that the State is entitled to 
receive patents for 387,259 acres. 


following answer received : ` 


As you are aware the patents have been asked for and | 


. FEBRUARY 27, 1879. 
To his Excellency, the Governor of Mississippi : 


Srr—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 13th inst., requesting that any patents heretofore issued 
to the State of Mississippi under the Swamp grant:of Septem- 
ber 28, 1850, now on file in this office, may be sent you. In 
reply I have to say that there are several such patents in this 
office either, completed or partially prepared’ which have re- 
mained suspended since the latter part of 1861. Some of them 
are incorrect and before any can be transmitted they must be 
carefully examined. This examination will require some time, 
and in the present condition of the current work of this office 
and the clerical force, it will be impossible to make such exdm- 
ination áv present. The matter will, however, be taken up at 
the earliest practicable date. t 

Very respectfully, 
A. WILLIAMSON, 
Commissioner. 


This letter speaks for itself, and comments are unnecessary. 
It has been twenty years since the filing of the last list of 
selections, and in all this term of years the clerical force of the 
Land Office has been insufficient to enable that Department to” 
prepare the Patents, to which this and other States are enti- 
tled. I would not here speak of this but for the fact that(this 
question of Patents may become one of vital importance in the 
future history of the land of Mississippi. It is now of 
importance to the State, for the reason that she can not 
convey an absolute title to the land.) The Act of Congress 
approved 28th of September, 1850, absolutely grants the land 
to the State. The Act approved 2d March, 1855, makes the 
grant conditional, and by the Act of 3d March, 1857, the grant 
is confirmed and the condition extended. These are the facts; 
the letter from the Honorable the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, suggests the remedy for this evil. 

*Exhibit C." shows the land sold, the amount of money 
received, and patents issued therefor, under the Act of the 
Legislature, approved February 1, 1877. 

“Exhibit D." shows the land sold under Act approved March 
2, 1852, and amendments thereto, and for which patents have 
been issued under Act approyed February 1, 1877. 


PEARL RIVER NAVIGATION AND IMPROVEMENT COMPANY GRANT. 


By an Act of the Legislature of 1871, a conditional grant, 
e 
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was made to this Company of the lands in the counties of 
Simpson, Copiah, Lawrence and Hancock. This grant lapsed 
by the company's failure to comply with an Act passed in 
1873. All acts in relation thereto were repealed by an Act ap- 
proved March 5, 1878. ’ 

Upon corresponding with the Honorable the Attorney Gen- 
eral I obtained the following opinion for my guidance in the 
disposal of the lands contained in the said grant: 


Ocronzz 31, 1789. 
J. M. Smylie, Esq., Jackson, Miss.: 


Dear Str—The title of the State is unquestionable to all 
lands mentioned in the grant to "the “Pearl River Navigation 
Company” which have not been sold by that Company, or 
rather which were not sold by that company before the Act of 
October, 1873. There is no reason why you should not sell 
the lands so unsold, and a certificate from the clerk of the 
Chancery Court of the county in which the land applied for 
may be situated, that it was so sold, will be sufficient evidence 
of*the fact to justify you in Selling. 

(Signed, ) Respectfully, 
T. C. CATCHINGS, 
Attorney-General. 


Since the reception of this opinion I have made sales in 
conformity therewith. 


THE INDEMNITY. 


Under this head is included the money for lands sold by the 
United States, under the Act of Congress approved March 2, 
1855, and scrip to be issued for lands located with Military 
land warrants, scrip, etc. This Act provides that the money 
received for land sold by the government, which enured to the 
State under the Act of Congress approved September 28, 1850, 
should be paid to the State, upon satisfactory proof being made 
that the land was of the character specified in the grant of 1850, 
and where Military land warrants or scrip had beeu located 
upon lands of this character, the government would issue scrip 
to the State to be located by the State, upon government land, 
in lieu of the land erroneously located. 

, Upon examination, I find the government has sold— 


8,520 acres at $2 50 per acre.....ccevsccscecseeeseneee $21,300 00 
19,560 acres at $1 25 peraocre...................-eeesu. 24,450 00 
960 acres at $1 per acre......... .....-. TH 560 00 
520 acres at 75 cents per ACTC.......ccsecereee eves 390 00 
4,600 acres at 50 cents per acre...................eeee- 2,800 00 
2,240 acres at 25 cents per aere................ cess 560 00 
23,640 acres at 124 cents per acre. ........ setas S eee 5.00. 


: : & LO SIS ae 
otal, 59,640 acres, for which the State is now and has been en- 
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titled to have received from the Government, since the 3d of 
March, 1857, the sum of fifty-two thousand five hundred and fif- 
teen dollars. -Not one dollar of this sum has the State ever re- 
ceived. In addition to this sum of money, the Government 
owes the State some thirty thousand acres of indemnity scrip. 
Upon presenting the claim for the indemnity due the State of 
Iilinois, the Commissioner of the General Land Office informed 
the agent for the State of Illinois that the clerical force of that 
Department was not sufficient to enable the Department to 
take up and adjust the claims of the States}-in substance the 
same answer that your Excellency received £o your application , 
for the Patents. 

For a full understanding of this matter, I here copy Senate 
Bill No. 780, introduced in the last Congress, with the Report 
of the Committee on Public Lands, on the Bill: 


In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, ) 
February 20, 1878. | 


Mr. Ogelsby asked, and, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to bring in the following bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

JUNE 5, 1878.—Reported by Mr. Oglesby with an amend- 
ment, viz: Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 
that printed in italics. l 


A BILL to provide for indemnity due to the several States under the Acts 
of Congress, approved March second, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
and March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, relating to swamp 
and overflowed lands. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the provisions of the Act of March second, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, entitled “An Act for the relief of purchasers and 
loeators of swamp and overflowed lands," and that portion of 
an Aet of March third, eighteen hundred and fifty seven, en- 
titled *An Act to confirm to the several States the swamp and 
overflowed lands selected under the Act of September twenty- 
eight, eighteen hundred and fifty, and the Act of March second 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine," which has not been repealed, 
be continued in force and extended to all entries and locations 
of swamp and overflowed lands selected underany Act of Con- 
gress since its passage, and shall also be applicable to the re- 
lief of pre-emption and homestead settlers, in the same manner 
as other sales and locations of public lands. 

SEC. 2., Where proof has been made under regulations of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, for the purposes 
. of indemnity or for segregation, or when the field notes of the 

` United States surveys show the lands provided for to be swamp 
or overflowed, such proof or the field notes shall be conclusive 
evidence of the character of such lands; and the Commissioner 
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of the General Land Office shall immediately prescribe regula- 


tions which shall be equitable in their requirements and; gen- 
eralin their application, under which proof may be made to 
him of the character of any lands selected under the Act of 
September twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and fifty, and 
Mareh second, eighteen hundred and .forty-nine, and March 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and sixty, granting swamp and over- 
flowed lands to the several States therein named, which have 
not already been proved orshown by the field notes to be 
swamp or overflowed; which proof, when so made, shall be 
conclusive of the character of the lands to which said proofs 
relate and the indemnity found due shall be paid. 

SEC. 3. Forsuch lands as have been located or entered by 
warrant or scrip, the State or States shall be entitled to an 
equal amount of public lands subject to entry at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, to be selected within the limits 
ot the State or States so entitled, and patents shall be issued 
thereon; and where. there are no public lands within their 
limits subject to entry at à price not exceeding one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, it shall be the duty of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue swamp land cer- 
tificates in sums of one hundred and sixty acres or fractional 
parts thereof, and to issue like certificates for any swamp-land 
scrip heretofore issued which may be presented for exchange; 
all of which certificates shall be saleable and assignable, and 
sball be used only in payment of homestead commutations or 
in payment of pre-emption entries at the rate of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre; Provided, that nothing in this 
Act contained shall be so construed as to affect the rights of 
any person claiming swamp or overflowed lands in any State 
under the laws thereof. Avd, provided further, that no State 
shall be entitled to indemnity under the provisions of this Act 
for any of said lands which are claimed by any person under 
the laws of said State, except when the person claiming under 
the State claims at the same time title from the United States. 

Sec. 4. That the provisions of this Act, and of all the Acts 
herein named, of which this is amendatory, are hereby extend- 
ed to the States admitted into the Union since the passage of 
the Act of March second, eighteen hundred and forty-nine; 
and all lands in said States not heretofore reported as swamp 
or overflowed lands, but which the original surveys and field 
notes designate as swampy or overflowed, or which may be 
- shown by proofs to be of such character, shall be accounted 
for as such to the States in which they are located, under the 
same rules and regulations as are hereinbefore established for 
the settlement with the States named in said Act. : 

Amend the title so as to read : 

“A bill to extend the provisions of an Aci approved March 


second, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled an Act for the 


relief of purchasers and locators of swamp and overflowed 
lands, and for other purposes.” 


9 


Iw THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
June 12, 1878. 


Mr. Oglesby, from the Committee on Public Lands, submitted 
the following report: 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred-the bill (S. 780) 
- to provide for ‘indemnity due to the several States under the acts of 
Congress approved March 2, 1855, and March 3, 1857, relating to swamp 
and overflowed lands, having had the same under consideration, make 
the following report : 


Various bills having in view legislation respecting swanip 
and overflowed lands have been referred to the committee, 
some of them merely local in their nature. It was thought 
best to provide a general law which would meet the wants in 
the premises and apply to all the States to which the swamp- 
grant had been extended. 

The first section of the bill contains the provisions of the 
Act of March 2, 1855, which provisions are also extended by 
Act of March 3, 1857, to the present time, and made to cover 
all dispositions of lands selected as swamp-land made since 
the date of the last-namedjAct of Congress. 

To fully understand the reasons for this legislation, it is 
necessary to state briefly the history of previous legislation, 

By Act of September 28, 1850, Congress granted all swamp 
and overflowed lands, rendered thereby unfit for cultivation, to 
the several States respectively. 

This grant has stood the test of frequent judicial proceed- 
ings, and the uniform decisions have been that lands of the 
character described in tne Act passed to the respective States 
on the passage of the same; that the grant was a “grantin 
presenti,” carrying immediate title, Before a final adjustment 
of the claims of the States under the grant could be made, 
the Land Department permitted many sales and locations of 
lands selected as swamp-land. As a result, numerous contests 
arose between the purchasers from the general Government 
and the States claiming title under the grant. To prevent the 
hardship which would naturally arise to those who had made 
purchases and paid their money for these lands, Congress, by 
Act of 2d March, 1855, passed a law fortheir relief, which law 
was, by the subsequent Act of 3d March, 1857, continued in 
force to that date. 

The provisions of these Acts were in effect to confirm the 
title of the purchasers and give indemnity to the States either 
in cash or other lands. Inthis the States have acquiesced, 
and so far as swamp-lands disposed of prior to the last named 
date are concerned, the contest for title seems to have been 
satisfactorily provided for. 

The Land Department, however, has continued to permit 
entries of lands claimed as swamp-lands since the date of the 
last-named Act, and which are not provided for by that Act. 
As a consequence, the same conflict of title exists as to all 
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entries made since March 3, 1857, and it is to quiet them that 
the provisions of this section are recommended. 

The main object is to afford reliefto all persons who have made 
entries of these lands, under permission of the Land Depart- 
ment, by confirming their titles and giving the States indem- 
nity upon presentation of proper proof that the lands thus 
disposed of were of the character contemplated in the original. 
swamp-grant; otherwise they must, after háving in good faith 
purchased these lands or settled upon them as homesteads, be 
subjected to great annoyance, expense and final loss of their 
land, if no relief is granted and the States be left in condition 
to contest the title. 

The second section of the bill reported provides for a more 
speedy and equitable plan for the adjustment of indemnity 
claims than is now prescribed by law. 

In order to secure theindemnity under the Acts of 2d Macch, 
1855, and March 3d 1857, proof must be submitted to the 
Land Department, showing the lands sold were, in fact, swamp 
lands. Itis, in the opinion of your Committee, nothing more 
than simple justice that having taken from the States the 
lands once granted to them, and having provided indemnity 
for the same, upon certain conditions, that the regulations 
which would make these conditions possible should be pro- 
vided. 

Your Committee are satisfied that the provisions of law 
which provide for indemnity for swamp-lands to the several 
States have been made practically nugatory by instructions 
from the Land Department. (These instructions and regulations 
have served to produce vexatious delay, so that(at this period 
of twenty years since the Act providing for indemnity, a large 
portion of the claims remain unadjusted. 

To bring these matters to a final adjustinent, the Committee 
have endeavored to block out a method by which, with safety. 
to the interests of the Government, and with exacting no 
more from the States than may be actually consistent with 
that safety, the end may be reached within a reasonable time. 

The third section of the bill needs but little explanation. 
The indemnity Act provides that when swamp lands have been 
located with land warrants or scrip, other lands shall be given 
in lieu thereof. The Department has held that these lands 
must be taken within the limits of the State claiming the in- 
demnity. In some of the States, as Illinois, Indiana and Iowa, 
there are now no public lands with which to satisfy the in- 
demnity awards. 

These States have lost a portion of their swamp- lands, the 
General Government having permitted them to be located with 
warrants and scrip. The indemnity due them cannot be paid, 
for the reason that there are no remaining public lands in their 
limits. "Here is an acknowledged indebtedness of the Gov- 
ernment, and itis, in the opinion of the Committee, eminently 
proper that the good faith of the Government should be kept, 
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and an equitable way provided by which this indebtedness can 
be cancelled. A precedent has already been established dur- 
ing the present session, in the Act forthe relief of Robert 
Coles, and it isin part to avoid legislation in such special cases 
that the Committee recommend the general provisions in this 
section of the bill. : 

The- fourth section of the bill provides for the extension of 
the several provisions of the various swamp land Acts to States 
not now coming within their operation. The first grant of 
swamp lands was made March 2, 1849, and applies only to the 
State of Louisiana. On the 28th September, 1850, a general 
Act was passed embracing allStatesthen in the Union. On 
the 12th of March, 1860, the grant was extended to the States 
of Minnesota and Oregon. Since that time the States of Kan- 
sas, Nebraska, Nevada and Colorado have been admitted into 
the Union, and it is nothing more than an Act of even justice 
that those States should receive the same benefits from this 
grant which have been accorded to the other States. 

From their locality and peculiar climatic conditions, it is es- 
timated that the amount of swamp lands in these States must 
of necessity be small, and that in neither one of them would 
the amount reach 100,000 acres. 

In conclusion, your Committee would state that they have 
endeavored to provide an equitable way for the final adjustment 
of the many vexed questions arising out of the swamp grant 
and Acts of Congress relating thereto, without enlarging the 
grant. With the exception of the section which extends the 
provisions of ihe grant to States heretofore deprived of such 
provisions, but which are justly entitled to the same, the bill 
reported would seem to affurd a remedy for all well-founded 
grievances, without Augmenting the quantity of lands to which 
the States are now by existing law entitled. 

Allow me to here state that the greatest difficulty to be en- 
countered in adjusting the claim of the State for indemnity 
for lands wrongfully taken from them is in the arbitrary rules 
and requirements laid down by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Our relief must come from Congress, or it must be sought be- 
fore the courts. The right of the State has been sustained by 
every court before which the question has come. Their de- 
cisions, without exception, have been uniform. His rules and 
regulations have been protested against as being impracticable 
expensive, and contrary to the requirements of the law fairly 
construed, and yet he issues the following: i 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


Adopted by the General Land Office, with the approval of the Seeretary 
of the Interior, in regard to the proof required in claims for indemnity 
under the Act of March 2, 1855, extended by the act of March 3, 1857, 
(Sections 2482, 2483 and 2484, Revised Statutes of the United States,) 
for “Swamp.and overflowed lands” sold by the United States prior to 
March 3, 1857. 
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GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
Wasuineton, D. C., August 12, 1878. 


In order to dispose of the claims for indemnity provided 
for by the act of Congress approved March 2, 1855, entitled 
“An act for the relief of purchasers and locators of swamp 
and overflowed lands,” which act was extended by the act of 
March 3, 1857, (as revised, now sections 2482, 2483 and 2484 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, ) the following 
rules and regulations in regard to the **due proof" to be made 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, under the 
second section of said first-mentioned act, (as revised, now 
section 2482, Revised Statutes of the United States,) in order 
to obtain the indemnity aforesaid, are adopted: 

The Governor, or other duly authorized officer or agent, of 
the State claiming indemnity, will be required to furnish this 
office with a list of the lands for which indemnity is ciaimed. 
As soon as practicable after the receipt of this list an agent 
will be appointed to make an examination in the field of each 
of the tracts therein described, and secure such reliable infor- 
mation as to the character thereof as can be obtained from 
personal examination and observation, and by inquiry of the 
owner or resident thereon, ifany there be, and of persons re- 
siding in the vicinity having personal knowledge of the past 
and present character of the land. Upon the "completion of 
this examination at least thirty days’ notice will be given the 
State, or claimants under the State, ot the time and place when 
and where testimony will be received touching the charaeter 
of the lands described in the list filed in this office. 

At the times and places thus fixed, the agent of this office 
will attend for the purpose of examining witnesses and. adopt- 


ing such other measures as may be necessary to protect the: 


interests of the Government. 

The cvidence offered by the State, or its agent, as to the char- 
acter of the land, must be the testimony of at least two respect- 
able and disinterested -persons who have personal and exact 
knowledge of the condition of theland during a series of years 
extending to the date of the swamp gr ant, (September 28, 
1850. 

$0 the testimony of witnesses having a knowledge of 
the condition of the land at the date of the grant cannot be 
obtained, the evidence of at least two respectable and disin- 
terested persons, who have a knowledge of the land during a 
series of years extending as near to the date of the grant as 
possible, may be pr esented; but before presenting this secon- 
dary evidence, the State agent should file his own affidavit 
setting forth fully and satisfactorily the reasons for the failure 


to present the testimony of the first-mentioned class of wit-- 


nesses, and also setting forth that the witnesses whose testi- 
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mony he offers have the best knowledge of the land extending 
nearest to September 28, 1850, of any that can be obtained. 

The testimony of each witness should not only show that at 
'the time when he first knew the land the greater part of each. 
forty acre tract, or other smallest legal sub-division, was swamp 
or overflowed within the meaning of the grant, but it must be 
full and explicit on the following points :- 

The cause of the swampy character.or overflow, with the 
time of the year and the length of time such was the con- 
dition of the land, and how much or what proportion of the 
tract was thus rendered unlit for cultivation in its natural con- 
dition ; 

The nature and extent of the means necessary to reclaim 
the land; 

The kinds of timber, plants, shrubs, grasses, ete., growing 
on the land, nnd whether or not plowing and the removal of 
timber or other natural growth would not have caused the land 
to become dry enough for cultivation without ditching, drain- 
ing, or protection from overfiow ; 

‘The names of water courses, lakes, etc., on or near the land 
with a description of the size of the same, and, where not on 
the tract, the direction and distance from it; 

The general character of adjacent and surrounding lands; 

The present condition of the land, and in case any changes 
have taken place within the knowledge of the witnesses the 
nature and cause of such changes, with a full description of 
such artificial means of reclamation as have had any effect on 
the character, of the land, and all other facts known to the 
witnesses which may tend to show the true condition of the 
land. 

The witnesses shouldibe required to state facts, not opinions, 
and their testimony should be as full and complete as to every 
fact within their knowledge as if it were needed to establish 
the character of the land to the satisfaction of a judge or jury. 

Ex parte affidavits will not be considered, and all testimony 
must be taken in the presence of the agent of tliis office. 

Depositions may be taken before any officer authorized by 
law to administer oaths; provided, that if taken before an officer 
other than the clerk of a court of record having a seal, the 
official character of such officer shall be established by the cer- 
tificate of the clerk of the proper court of. record under the 
official seal thereof. 

In all eases the disinterestedness of the witnesses must be 
established under oath, and the credibility of the witnesses 
must be certified to by the officer taking the depositions, or 
establish by the oath of witnesses to whose credibility he 
certifies. 

In cases where the agent of this office shall be satisfied, 
from the previous examination in the field, that any tract or 
tracts are of the character contemplated by the swamp grant, 
the testimony of two witnesses as above mentioned will be 
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deemed sufficient proof; but in cases where said agent shall 
not be so satisfied from the previous examination in the field, 
he willtake measures to secure such additional evidence as 
may be necessary to fully determine the character of the land, 
by obtaining the testimony of the owner or occupant of the land 
or, if those persons have testified, other well-informed persons 
residing in the vicinity of the land, allowing the agent of the 
State full opportunity to cross examine such witnesses should 
he desire to do so. 

If the agent of this office shall be in doubt as to the 

amount of a particular tract which is swampy or overflowed,. 
he will have a survey and plat made of the tract by a compe- 
tent surveyor, in order that the exact amount of swampy or 
overflowed land in the tract may be shown. 
. After the testimony is taken the agent will make a full 
report to this office upon each of the tracts upon which testi- 
mony is taken, together with his opinion as to the real charac- 
ter of each of said tracts. 

These regulations will supersede all former regulations; but 
cases where proof has heretofore been taken and filed in this 
office will be examined and determined upon such proof, if it: 
is found to be in strict accordance with the regulations exist- 
ing at the time of taking the same. 

; J. A. WILLIAMSON, Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

August 20, 1878. » 

APPROVED: . 
A. BELL, Acting Secretary. 


3 


This, so far as the United States Land Office is concerned, 
is final and conclusive against the States. It would have been 
easier and less expensive to have said we do not intend to set- 
tle these claims. The “Rules and Regulations” reach that 

‘—sonelusion, it being admitted that the ‘‘clerical force is not 
sufficient” to carry them into effect. (Jt would, in my opinion, 
hasten the settlement of these claims if the State would send 
some one to Washington to receive the patents, scrip, and 
money due the Staté, and he should be required to render any 
assistance in his power to the Department of the Interior, 
towards the comparison and final settlement of this matter. 


CERTIFICATES UPON WHICH PATENTS ARE DUE AND NOT YET ISSUES. 


This is an evil growing out of the neglect of purchasers 
under the Act of 1852 and the amendments thereto. 

Under the Act of 1852, the County Commissioner sold the 
land and issued a certificate therefor. Upon presentation of 
this certificate to the Secretary of State, a patent was issued 
and the sale recorded—the issuance of patent having perfected 
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the title so far as the State was concerned. Many persons 
received the certificates and now have them in their possession. 
The patents have never issued and no record has been made ot 
the sale. The consequence is that, to-day, hundreds of acres 
of land apparently vacant on the records of this office—were 
sold years ago, The same land is now subject to sale in this 
office. This matter should, if possible, be brought to the 
knowledge of the holders of these certificates, anda Teasonable 
time given them in which to perfect title. On failure to do 
80, bar them by limitation. 


3.—RECORD OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 


This is Fiero Nores, maps, records and other papers apper- 
taining to land titles, within this State, and was turned over 
to the State by the Department of the Interior, under an act 
of Congress approved 12th June, 1840, and amendments 
thereto. The necessity for careful preservation of this record 
is not generally realized, even by the land owners of the State, 
and a brief history of this record may not be out of place: 

The government caused the lands to be surveyed and mapped 
as the territory was acquired from the Indians; and each dis- 


trict as it was acquired was made a separate and distinct sur- - 


vey; hence the necessity for keeping the record separate, As 
the survey was made, certified copies were supposed to be filed 
at Washington, and the originals kept in the Surveyor Gen- 
eral’s office in the State. When the entire State had been 
surveyed and plats made, the office of Surveyor General was 
discontinued, and Congress recognizing the importance of 
keeping within the State the record necessary to establish the 
boundary lines of sections and townships, passed the act giv- 
ing to the keeping of the State the original record. Unfortu- 
nately, many of the certified copies were never forwarded to 
Washington, or if forwarded can not now be found; hence the 
State now has the only record, and ‘were that destroyed it 
would be impossible to establish with any degree of certainty 
the original lines and corners. It should be borne in mind 
that this ‘record consists of the notes made by the Surveyors 
in the field, and must of necessity have been made upon 
inferior paper and in memorandum books, that will not bear 
handling and rough usage. Some of these books have been in 
use since 1805. The record has in part been transcribed, but 
a considerable part of it has not. Where the record has been 
transeribed the original is in a fair state of preservation ; 
where it has not, the criginal is in a dilapidated condition, and 
if kept in constant use ‘they must at no distant date become 
illegible. 

By the establishment of a schedule of prices to be paid for 
certified copies and transcripts of this record, it might be 
made to pay at least in part for the expense of completing the 
transeribing of the entire record and other expenses necessary 
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for the preservation of the same. "The government has a price 
list for all transcripts of the same character. 

As this is a matter for the consideration of the Committee 
on Public Lanus, I simply call attention to the facts. 


-- 


4. —MISCELLANEOUS. 


Under this head I would call your attention to the follow- 
ing: After the passage of the grant to the Pearl River Navi- 
gation Company, the lands supposed to be granted to said 
company were placed upon the assessment roll and now stand 
as sold to the State for taxes. They are now liable to be 
purchased for taxes, and yet appear vacant upon the records of 
this office, and some of these lands have been purchased at tax 
sales. I find that from time to time other vacant swamp and 
internal improvement lands have been placed upon the tax 
rolls through some oversight. I would suggest that the 
Auditor and Chancery Clerk be empowered to strike such 
lands from their rolls, or that some method be devised by 
which the land would be relieved from this imaginary conflict 
of title. 

As required by the Legislature at its last session, I have 
procured a list of the State selections in the Washington, Choc- 
taw, Columbus, Grenada, Paulding and Augusta Land Dis- 
tricts. This list shows the number and page of the original 
list, sub-division, section, township, range, area, date of selec- 
tion, date of approval, number of the patent and the adverse 
claim, if there be any. The list is as near perfect as a docu- 
ment of such dimensions could be. With this list and access 
to the United States Land Office records, there should be no 
trouble in establishing the status of each and every sub- 
division of a section heretofore selected by the State. The 
list is on file, has been compared with the patents and verified, 
as far as possible, and now awaits the approval of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

-By reference to the list of sales under the act approved 
April 1st, 1877, it will bé observed that for several months no 
sales were made. This was caused by the conditional grant of 
these lands to the “ Ripley and Ship Island Railroad." The 
company failed to comply with the requirements of the act 
making the grant, and the lands were restored to market. 
Since their restoration to market the demand for them (as will 
be seen) has been steadily increasing, and if a list of the 
vacant lands in each of the counties of Lauderdale, Clarke, 
Wayne, Green, Jackson, Harrison, Hancock, Marion, Pike, 
Franklin, Lawrence, Simpson, Jones and Covington could be 
printed for distribution, I am of the opinion that the sales 
would be inereased fifty per cent within the next twelve 
months. A list of these lands has never been published, and 
parties desirous of purchasing are forced to a troublesome and 
lengthy search through the records to find the status of the 
land they want. 


O1 o | 


I can not close this report without acknowledging the uni- 
form courteous treatment we have received fr oni the heads of 
departments and the ever ready and willing disposition of their 
employees to aid us when their assistance was available. It 
has been a pleasure to transact business with them. 

With the firm belief that the Legislature will in its wisdom 
see and do all that is necessary to advance the land interest of 
the State, this report is 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN M. SMYLIE. 


Commissioner of Swamp Lands. 


STATISTICS. 


1 
ExuriBiT,; A. 


Internal Improvement Lands sold under the Act of 1878. 


HOLMES COUNTY. 


NAME OF PURCHASER. SUB-DIVISION OF LAND. SEC. T. R. ACRES. DATE. 
Mary A. Mercer.......... 0... 00 00 ce eee es Lots 12and13....... 95 15 N November 30, 1878. 
Parthenia A. Darnell................. ... Lot No. 15.......... 25 |15 N November 30, 1878. 
Henry S. Hooker... eu or rnm Lots 17 and 18....... 25 15 N November 30, 1878. 
TALLAHATOHIE COUNTY. 
NAME OF PURCHASER. SUB-DIVISION OF LAND. Sec. T. R. ACRES. DATE. 


SS 


Se GENEVE Oe OS 


J. A, CDU NUMMORUM SWiofSEl... 22 (26Nj3 E.l 40.38 October 10, 1879. 


er 
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EXHIBIT B. 


Showing the Internal Improvement Lands Remaining Unsold. 


= 


DIVISION OF SECTION. SrEc.| T. | R. 


A tà a P À— 


HOLMES COUNTY. 


nro —"-—— ————'À— 13 5NA E 
Ne 4 and Wh of Sed... i... cece eee e eee es 14 15 Ni E 
Nw tof Se f and W “bof Sw 4 puvbe tin CREE 24 15 NIL E 
Lots Nos. 5, 6i il and bd. eoe 9 nes 25 15N1 E 
W 4 and Nw iofSeiand S Pof Sei......... 9 I6N|L E 
Nw pof ING cde cingacauewengae tah oy nee MN 10 16 Nl E 
NA usd api pAb Sor Qu ios e AC qt le aw s d a 8 ait ae a 19 16 N1 E 

idus E BOG dub fat Ha a Re Ns E TE 17 16NJ1 E 
ou E EE 15, and 16........... 20 16 NIL E 
Nub us eset M e REN TE ed reste hare weakens 21 16N| E 
Se 4 and E 4 ofSw1i........................ 23 16N1 E 
W tof Sw 1 and Ne 4 of Sw 1 and W $ of Ne 1 

and E$ of Nw 1............. eere 26 16N1 E 
SE rq "MP -—-————— —— 27 16N1 E 
E 4 of Ne 4} and Sw 4 of Ne 1 and W 4 0f Nw 1|. 

&SeiofNwi&W 4 of Se dand Ne + of Se 4| 33 |6 NI E 
S6 TOU NW ce wubweecosxEW EAN ere 94 16N1 E 
Geni bn ants ace hoo en ace e M TINI E 
Lot NO. 8. menos au aci ea E boda a as uet S 14 15 N1 W 

LEFLORE COUNTY. 

Lots No. 9, 10, 15, and 16.............LLuuu.. 2|19NI E 
Lots No, EE and 125... 5 oot cannes te es 9 19NI E 
Tot NOs fies sce undo cu uod vide Ced PE DUE 6 21 N1 E 
ING OL NW dosiceosedueh de salucd ewe ae hed 27 21N| E. 
Ne 0L SW. bora thir eS one did ww Eds ios 35 INL E 
S dee sept ed uacua nsu tena menu d TILINI W 
ATO a WO BW AET EEIE EE TESES 14 120 N2 W 
EE Se ccc ace MAR MEN 22 90N2 W 
Woro M r a e eked A E EREE E NEREA 28 '20 Ni. W 


* See Commissioner's letter, 28d April, 1850. 
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Exursit B.— Continued. 


Showing the Internal Improvement Lands Remaining Unsold. 


DIVISION OF SECTION. SEC.| T. | R 
CALHOUN COUNTY. 
NelofSel..............-. esee ZEN 19 [93 N8 E 
SeiofS8el.................... ccc eese eee 20 23 NIS E 
Nw iof Sed and NedofSwi................ 2123 N8 E 
Lot No. 1............ lecce eee eee nes 22 23 N8 E 
PANOLA COUNTY. 
Fractional Nw 7 ll rrt 13 |27 Ni2 
Eid of Nwi.................. eee ees 14 |27 N32 
Swiof Swi.................. eere 15 127 N32 
Se iand Sei of Swi.................sluuu. 30 |27 NI2 
E ce deles eer 31 |27 Ni2 


Ez Ez Et bz Ed 


mn 
oO 
n 
o 
mh 
z 
E 
^i 
[eel 
b» 
e * 
IZ 
[97] 
k 


S4 Nw ł and 8w 1........................... 22 22 N2 E 
eese ehh Itt 9 I] tn 23 |22 N2 E 
E Pof Ne 4 and NelofSeli................ 21 23 N6 E 
NwdofSwi................... eee eee 22 INE E 
NeiofNwi..................... eese eee 25 |23N6 E 
W dof Swi and Sct of SBel................ 28 |23 Ni6 E 
W $ of Nwi and W 4 of Sw 1......... eee eee 22 23 NIT E 
Ne tof Neg... eee ec ce eee eee 23 23 N7 E 
Ne 4 of Nwh.... cece eee eee eee 24 23 N7 E 
E of Ne ł4and Nwiof Ne land S4 ofSed 
and S 4 of,Swli &NwiofSwi&SwiofNw4i 28 23 NT E 
Siof Neiand W 4 of Se and E $ of Sw d 
and Se iof Nw i....................LLu. 36 PIN? E 
BOLIVAR COUNTY. 
SE OOOO 11 21N5 W 
840f Nw 1..................... e. "OPEM 11/22 N5 W 


SE SOSEO MEME 14 22 NO W 
N4of Ned andSelof Nel. ................ 17 23N'5 W 
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Exuisir B.— Continued. 


Showing the Internal Improvement Lands Remaining Unsold. 


DIVISION OF SECTION. SEc.| T. | R. 
COAHOMA COUNTY. 
Lots No. 11 and 12...................... eee 10 25 NJ4 W 
Sdof Sef. cece eee eee ee ee 11 25 N4 W 
OKTIBBEHA COUNTY | 
Nwi..................eceeelAee eee 24 18 N12E 
Ne 4............seeeeeeeeeee ehe 6 18 NI3 E 
TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY 
Lot No. 4...... esee eene FERE 39 |22 Nl] E 
Lots No. 1, 2, 9, and 14...................... 12 93 NÍL E 
Lots No. 1, 8, 9, 10, 15, and 16................ 13 23 NI E 
Lot No. 8......... c cee ce n he 33 25 NL E 
W fof Sw ...................... cesses 34 |95 N1 E 
Nd. cece ce cee teen I m 3 25 N2 E 
Edof Ned... ccc cc cece eae 15 25 N3 E 
Siof Nw... eee cee cece eee ceeeeees ..1 36 |25 N29 E 
Sw 4 and SwiofSe]i.......... get eee e ees 2 126 N2 E 
Se $ of Be l1.................... MEME 10 26 N2 E 
Sw land E $ of Sejand Sw 3 of Ne }........ 20 |26 N2 E 
TE 26 126 N2 E 
Nw ehh mese 27 |26 N2 E 
W bof Eg... ccc cece ce rere 99 |26 NI. E 
Sw iof Nwi......... aaenesusosennenreee 8 25N3 E 
ak or gend Sw 4 of Ned bee e eee eeeeeeeee 10 25N3 E 
Sw tof Nw... ccc eee ee tete ees 27 25N3 E 
Se 4 of Ne fi... cece ce ec eres eee cence 28 |125 N3 E 
W 3 of Sed... esee] 5 Q3NIL W 
e tren MM 6 23. NH W 
Ne tof Ny} bocce uecuceuceuceucuecuveucunes 7 23 NIL W 


Nwtof Nei............. esee eee ee ee] LT 


Qd 
TA 
pja 
= 
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Exuisit B.—Continned. 


Snowing the Internal Improvement Lands Remaining Unsold. 


DIVISION OF SECTION. 


TALLAHATCHE COUNTY—Conrinvep. 


W of 8ed........ eese 18 
Lot No. 4.......... ee rhe hh lh une 25 
Lots No. 5 and 6... 2.2... 2... cece cee ene 28 
Lot No. 1............ ERREUR 30 
Lot No. 14.................eeeeeee eere 14 
Lots No. 1 and 14... cece cece eee eee eee ee 24 
S4 of Nw 1 and E 4 of Sw 13 and Swiof Swi. 4 
S 2 of Ne d and W $ of Bw 3 and Se 1........ 5 
"E OOO ; 
W Nwi....s.se-le 21 
E 4 of Se } and Sw tof Se 1................. 28 
zv EE Deseret meer e ener 7 
Ned of SedandElof Nefand Wi of NwH..| 9 
W $ofSw1............. eee cece eee cee 15 
E 4 of Sef... ee ccc ne eee ee eens 22 
W fof Sed... ccc cece eee eee aee 33 
QUITMAN COUNTY. , 
Lots No. 3, 4, 5,and 6................. lesu. | 8 
Lots No. 5, 6, 7, 10, aud 11................... 12 
Lot No. n nee 14 
Lots No. 1, 6, and 9............. MM 31 
N£4ofSwiandSelofSw1................ 33 
Nw łand E $ of Swi................... LL 31 
Lots No. 3, 4, 5, 6, 1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16......... 2c eee eee nnm 
All. rT eere eth 18 
LO 2e. 21 
Nw... eese hmm 3 
A Oe) a eere 4 
ee hene hn 7 
N4andSei............—....... cee eee 10 
E ent hh hh rns 11 
W 4 of Nw 4 and Ne 1 of Nwi............... 12 
S tof Ne 4 and Nw gof Ne d and Nw 4 333 m 
Sej...... eeesdienesetsessatestues sete ons 


27 NL W 
27 NL W 
27 Nil W 
27 N| W 
27 NIL W 
27 NIL W 
2I N1 W 
371 NI W 
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Exnisit B.— Continued. 


Showing the Internal Improvement Lands Remaining Unsold. 


DIVISION OF SECTION. 


— 


QUITMAN COUNTY —CoeTINUED. 

DE og rr TX" 32 

D ———————— r——— "X E 
Eracilonal N desde asounenitud dd RE EN RIXA 1 
Be a en a eae ay eae me ee REA hack Oued week 2 
Ne 4 of Se 4 and NOSE opa LER UNI Mx REN 13 
Be 4 of Ne... Se au Sint i E 29 

SUNFLOWER COUNTY. 
z Y { 

Lots No. 9 and 16............. 0. ccc eee 1 
Lots No. 4, 0, and 10.............. 0c eee eee 6 
TOENG E os eee d roue tob de A Mead 1 
Lot INO osse ie ca S ea Rae PR Ae Pa ets 6 
rr DEMENS 11 
DP 15 
Lots No. 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, and 12................ 31 
Eq M d MD TE 3 
ING d OL SO toorena e dn dor Rd o tk A Pie a mates 4 
rc Aor" 8 
Ne 4 of Sw and Be 1.......... Lees 11 
rem 17 
5 LP. QNO LU UE ORDRE & Nw 4 of Nw 1| 24 
Nei land Io Mord E pA 28 
N4 “of hp PCR EET 34 
EE SO c TDI MERE 18 
box. P 15 
N iofSwiandSelofSwl................. 21 
Swi and N 4 of Sel and Sw dof Sed is Biss Saeed 22 
NU ONE D Lu Du a PR ae es .25 
N tof Ne 4 and Sw ofSw]l................ 27 
BO Ob SC acu ies tas caer eaaadcasmmoue ane meta 33 
E 4 of Ne $ and S4 of Sw 4 and Sei......... 34 
NIOEN sss iaa EET O N 25 
ING OP BOs secta vienes peau ea ua Dati 33 
TOt INO. oou er aaa eet a o aee Valde Qd 3 


28 N1 W 


17 N3 W 


19 N3 W 
19 N3 W 


20 N3 W 
20 N3 W 
20 N3 W 
20 N3 W 


21 Nis W 
21 N|3 W 
21 N|3 W 
21 Np 
21 N|3 
21 Nj3 
21 Nis 
21 N|3 


22 N|3 
22 Nis 
22 N|3 
22 N3 W 
22 N3 W 
22 N|3 
22 N|3 
22 N|3 


20 NIL W 
20 Ni4 W 


21 N4 W 


W 
W 
w 


~ E d 
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Exuisit B.—Continued., 


Showing the Internal Improvement Lands Remaining Unsold. 


DIVISION OF SECTION. Sec.| T. | R. 
'SUNFLOWER COUNT Y—CoNrINUED. 
Ne 4 of Sef and Sw 1ofSei................ 23 |21 NA. W 
Sed and E 4 Of Sw d. oceesee eee e por es >. | 4/22N4 W 
Lot NOSÍIS. eeaeee iua ea e ex CA ura cus 7 |22 N4 W 
E Treo A E TID 10 22 N4 W 
e fof Nw 4 and Se dof Swi............... 12 122 N4 W 
E NW te. F O ien EN 15 |22 N4 W 
Lot No 2i rroen aai a ae a a Ge Se eto 30 |22Ni4 W 


\ 
A 


Exnuisir “C.” 


List of lands sold and patented under the Act Approved, February 1st, 1877. 


NAME OF PURCHASER. S. T. R. ACRES. DATE. 


H 
p——— | ————RMMÁÓÁ— ÀÓ€———M———— —————— D | a D 


HARRISON COUNTY. 


Alex Searborough...... Vasediof Sw 1...................... 2l, 6 S 9 W| 40 16-100|Dec. 17, 1877 
Elias Seals.......... ... Nw iof Ned......... ........ ... 6 28| 18 W| 40 Jan. 11, 1878 
J. J. Cowart..........04. NwdiofSel...... ...: TED 8 7 S| 10 W| 40 05-100/Feb, 5, 1878 
F. E. Davis...............IN 3 SelandSeiSel.... ....... 24 2 S| 13 W|120 88-100|Dec, 6, 1878 
W. S. Culpepper......... SiSwiand NwiSw341............. 13 2S} 13 W|120 63-100|Dec- 6, 1878 
Justin Lassabe........... S 4 Ne ek. ee en ee n s hh n acres 22 6S| 12 W| 79 30-100|Dec, 6, 1878 | 
Dan Coleman... ........ Oe serere 11 3 S| 10 W|160 60-100|Dec, 6, 1878 
Russell Bond............ Nw 4 Sed..... D 8 3 S| 11 W| 40 Dec. 16, 1878 
William Miles........... Nef of Sw i............ we eee eee 7 4 S| 12 W|.42 40-100Jan. 1, 1879 
John I. Byrd........... Sw 1of Ne land N 4 of 8e1........ 27 6 S| 10 Wi20 21-100Jan. 1, 1879 
Mrs. Ellen E. Perkins....|Sw 4 Nw 1.... .................-..| 12 7S} 11 W| 40 09-100Jan. 23, 1879 
James J. Lemon. ....... E£$ofSwi....................... 33 7 S| 12 W| 78 55-100|May 5, 1879 
John M. Bloomfield...... WéofSwi... .....ee 33 7 S| 12 W| 78 55-100|May 5, 1879 
J. M. Matheney......... NedofSel....................... 32 6 S| 12 W| 39 65-100|May 17, 1879 
Daniel Johnston......... SwiofSeli.............. ....... 23 5S8 10 Wj 40 16-100July 14, 1879 
4 S| 12 W|l24 50-100July 16, 1879 


Andrew J. Bond......... E4ofNeiandSeilof Nw i....... 20] 


H 
4 
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John H. Dillon.......... NwiSwi......... MERE UR 
Jasper N. Holmes........ NGA? SW I. oue p ne ena 
Eli Pigott............... Ne tof Nwi......... ... pesa ane 
W. J Holmes sentes SB SRd Sr pete en sedeat. Sum 
T. R. Beard......... ... OW 2 OL NW 2 oie es der 
Silas Thornton.......... Sw of Ned. cose edes 
SIMPSON COUNTY. 

J. M. Bullock............ Se 3Nw1.................esessu. 
W. M. Deggs............ SW tof BW ou RR ILEYS 


C. H. Havens 
A. A, Alman.. 
C. H. Wood... 


set. eee teas 


John Maning............ Ne TOL N6 tinder fesse XE Ead 
Daniel Johnston......... Nw E of Nw ài and S 4 of Nw and) 29 
E Lol SW disk cttw See nas 
M. G. O'Neal............ Nw iof Nedand Nw 4 of Nw 1.... 
Michael Ladner.......... E 4 cf Se 4 and Netot Swi........ 
Sed of Se A TEE, 
Justin Lassabe.......... Ne d OL ING E REA pte ie uc 
Clausel Courtenay ....... W OU OWE sae eke 


PIKE COUNTY. 


Q2 Ha bet e pemi Hai 
A, uuu 


bo bo 


au 


bo bo 
NNR 


Sept. 1s d 


1879 


. 18, 1879 
. 91, 1879 


. 4, 1879 
. 98, 1879 


^ 


. 18, 1877 
. 15, 1878 
. 99, 1878 
. 31, 1878 
. 6, 1878 
. 98, 1879 


. 27, 1877 
. 11, 1878 


Jec. 28, 1877 
Nov. 22, 1878 
Nov. 22, 1878 


LG 


Exuisrr *C."— Contiaued. 


NAME OF PURCHASER. S. T. R. ACRES. DATE. 


a | ommno ee 


—— 


JACKSON COUNTY —CoxrINUED. 


A. L. Havens....... .... Sd «ob S6 Ilrelsnwexis EE EES 13 4§ 8 W| 79:91 Dec. 18, 1878 
A. E. Lewis........... SIN Ww d of Sw 4 lorN iof lot No. 5 30 758 6 W| 40 Dec. 18, 1878 
A. E. Lewis,............ Lot No. 2, or W rA bdo ONCE 9l 78 6 W| 78 Dec. 23, 1878 
Francis P. Dean......... Sw iof Nw iand Nwiof Swi..... 9 3 8 5 Wj 80:16 Dec. 24, 1878 
Henry C. Havens........ Sw Of SW - Et 17 ! 
Ned of Seb... siees ster cern Eo ist 6 s| 17 WI 81 Feb. 20, 1879 
John Fairley............ Lot No. 6, or Ne dof Ne 1......... 35 18 8 W| 47:80 ApliT7, 1879 
Henry DeLency.......... Ne Of BO de ons fee E 14 6$ 9 Wi 79:92 May 24, 1879 
Joseph'Lucetich......... ING POE 6d. cay sonia whan ae aes 5 858 5 W| 40 June 20, 1879 
Andrew W. Ramsey ...... Sw Jd Ol SG 1. coepere du eR Ra 21 6 S 7 W| 40:66 June 24, 1879 
Arabella Havens......... NOE Na Best ases ERR RES 17 48 8 W| 79:77 July 5, 1879 
Lyman Reeves........... Ne4 of Neland Nwlof Nwi.....| 20 28 7 Wi 80:04 Aug. 26, 1879 
Nathan N. King......... SO POL NW iio renes sri icerir e dA da 29 26 § 7 W| 40:02 Sept. 10, 1879 
William G. Parker....... Ne iof Nwi etapeus causas rais ds ES, 29 68 7 W| 40 Sept. 10, 1879 
John Fairley............ S4of Ne 4 and S4 of Nwl1..... TN 28 8 W| 160:90  |Nov. 13,1879 
Henry Howell........... E E of Sw 4 Ts 29 28 7 W| 79:96 Nov. 28, 1879 
28 7 W| 240:09  |Nov. 28, 1879 


JOP NW isse bibela. seen eee 21 


William Howell, Sr...... S $ of Ne T. and Se i of Nw } and Sw| 20 
W tof Sei........ nieces CNT 29 
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WS A POR ue scis SG d OC BO- oco te Saa saan 
James A. Russell........ Edo NW1 lm ec peer dt E 
J. B. Chrisman.......... W4of SwiandSwiof Nw#..... 


WAYNE COUNTY. 


McCormick & Co........ 4 of Ned...... Ce ee ee 
Wm. P. Landrum........ IN OLNW T5522 awe x iex nde da 
J. J. Golden..,.......... Fract. Swi, west of river........... 
W. A. U0ole s cocer rn Sud of NO oco ERE PES ease ees 
William Martin.......... S4 of NW 1... rs eer 
Mary A. E. Thames...... Hy AGL NWIG S A RET eR a 
A. M. & C. P. Wetherbee.|W $f of.......... 2... eee eee eee 
H. G. Turner & S. T. Tay.|Sw 1 of Sed and E $ of Sw .... 
lOPiwe ne rap tU and Nw Sed of $i.............. f 
Owen Odom............. Ed ofSe6lj. aU EP de pk ad 
Drury Douglas ......... W iof bod o sso exe pie 
Jiles Martin Whitney....]E 4 of Ne................ sess 
George E. Patrick....... N 4 of Se }and S4 of Nel......... 
L. D. MeMikel.......... Eof NediandE4of Sw#....... 
James A. Horne......... W 4 of Ne 1 and Se 4 of Nw 1....... 
Mrs, E. C. Morris........ SW d Of SGT oiean ERENER AR 
Giles B. Easterling...... Net of No 4.252 ete E tx a 
Estate of Mary Martin de/N4 of Sw 4 and Sel of Sw ji and 
GonSed, ccs eee vans Sw 4 of Bel. oes 
J. F. MeCormick........ Pact NW Ia cote salsa wakes acy 
Thomas T. Sumrall....... N 4 of Se} and Ne 4 of Sw1........ 
J. W. McInnis.......... Nw jand Nw of Ne q............ 


-O0» 0» 
zn A 


G0 00 OO ~q 00 00 OO OO. 
uuu 


«5 0o Oo WD OAH 
uum miata ania aan 


Fes ber PR RERUM eue CR CA Ue m ENIM DO E R 


C» -3 00 


10 E; 40 
10 Ej 79:62 
10 E 120 
8 Wi 80:12 
9 Wi 80:05 
7 W| 114:45 
7 Wi 80 
5 W| 79:20 
5 Wi 76:88 
6 W| 320:28 
7 W| 160 
7 Wi 80 
5 W| 77:50 
5 Wi 76:90 
6 Wi 160:12 
6 W| 160 
7 Wi 120 
7 Wi 40 
-7 W| 40:32- 
6 W| 160 
7 W| 114:45 
5 Wi 120 
6 Wi 200 


! 


‘Oct, 31, 1879 
Dec. 1, 1879 
Dec. 15, 1879 


Feb. 16, 1878 
Feb. 26, 1878 


_ lAp1 23, 1879 


Apl23, 1879 
May 2, 1879 
May 31, 1879 
June 14,1879 
July 16, 1879 


Aug. 8, 1879 
Aug. 27,1879 
Sept. 10, 1879 
Oct. 13, 1879 


: JOet. 13, 1879 


Oct. 16, 1879 
Oct. 20, 1879 
Nov. 1, 1879 
Nov. 19, 1879 


Dec. 1, 1879 
Dec. 1, 1879 
Dec. 1, 1879 
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EXIBIT **C."—CoNTINUED. 


NAME OF PURCHASER. S. T. R. ACRES, DATE. 


unidos iY a | ENE ——— —————— — ANN 


WAYNE COUNTY —CoxriNvEp. 
Virginia H. Burke........ Sw iof Sw 


whine cc alea a o ERRANT RA E 1 8 N T W 40 Dec. 4, 1879 
William E. Douglas....:.|$ed 2 dh iand Netof Sei... ... 23 6 N 6 Wi 80 Dec. 15, 1879 
Frank Taylor............ Be FOF Segore la wh re E oa 17 8 N 4 W| 40:32 Dec. 15, 1879 
Murdock Burch.......... RE OL LC T vasos vp C bod ene 25 8 N 7 W| 38:50 Dec. 15, 1879 
Joseph Davis............ Sw FOL Bed aiken et cups A tx 29 TN 9 Wi 40:52 Dec. 15, 1879 
Sampson N. Gordon...... Se 4} of SBI .- cce iro xS 11 6 N 6 W| 40:03 Dec. 15, 1879 
—William E. Douglas...... W à of S. 4 and S4 of Sw i......... 23 6 N 6 W| 160 Dec. 27, 1879 
John A. Byrd....... .... DE Ol SOF. ol AE Rp RUEDA 6 N 6 W| 40 Dec. 27, 1879 
DGB WeBlo sso nV EVESME NY eL DO E E E ee 15 
ING Biscay atn ada betas aaah es aia 29 9 N 6 W| 200:03  |Dec. 31, 1879 
Samuel Chapman......... Ned of Se 4 and Swiof Nw Ẹ ...... 15 9 N 6 Wi 80:06 Dec. 31, 1879 
J. W. Odom & J. A. SaxtonSe $ of Nw1...................... 15 9N 6 W| 40:03 Dec. 31, 1879 


SCOTT COUNTY. l 
Je De Finiasi rosa S h Wot enia o iN 17 | 5 N| 6 E| 18:70  |Nov. 22, 1878 


0€ 


ZONES COUNTY. 


gi 


M. B. Wilborn.. SeiSwiand Neiof Ned.......... 22, 23 
E. M. Devall............ JE d$ No oes neniani aek 35 
COVINGTON COUNTY. 
J. M. Sims & Jno. Meugumw io Nw... 0s —€—À 31 
W. W. McDonald........ W 4 of Sw 13 and Se 1 of Sw 1...... 36 
LINCOLN COUNTY. 
Benjamin Carter.... .... Nw Ol NW ied ixi econ 6 
A. Ay Graves... iiis Ne tof Se 4 T -————————— 15 
SHARKEY COUNTY. 
James D. Stewart & D. C 
(S6 y ceo oet etos Se 4 of Ne Eos std ahs sudant 17 
James D. Stewart & D. C. 
Cn8ey cci sse Ene Ned Ne d. oss eds eu da undas. 17 
WILKINSON COUNTY. 
John W. Hux............ The fractional... eost ne os 4 
CLARKE COUNTY. 
George W. Wilhelm...... Nwiof Nwiand Selof Nw 1and| 3 
N 4 of Sw 1and N 4 of Se 1...... 
MARION COUNTY. 
Mrs. A. J. Lenoir...... $of Nw and W4of SwiorS3 22 


of Lots 3 and 4, and Lot 5...... 


MM mE 


E “I CO» t2 bo 
Et zzi xz 


6 W 
6 W 
4W 
15 E 


12 E 


239:90 
80:08 


15:10 
120:09 


“40 


40:18 


40:03 
40:93 
72 

238 :80 


160 


Nov. 22, 1878 
Feb. 26, 1879 


Jan. 22, 1879 
Oct. 31, 1879 


Feb. 17, 1879 


Apl 8, 1887 
` (May 28, 1879 


Dee. 29, 1879 


Dec, 26, 1879 


c2 
nen 


EXHIBIT *'O,"—CoxTINUED. 


NAME OE PURCHASER. S. T. R. ACRES. DATE. 


GREENE COUNTY—Continuep. 


William E. Lewis........ E 4 of 35h and Nw 1 of Sw 1 and | 3N 6 W| 199:77 (Sept. 10, 1879 
(quam. lr IM 18 
William P. Avera...... ;[E 3 0f Se 4 and Nw} of Se ee 36 5 N 6 W| 120 Sept. 10, 1879 
Andrew J. Clark......... Wt of Ned............. DET 26 4N 6 W| 80 Oct. 18, 1879. 
Robert Lewis............ Nu Of So love utet. we exces 18 3N 6 Wi 79:91 Oct. 23, 1879 
Sarah Jane Helvestion....|S 4 of Sw and Seh............... 25 IN T W| 239:76  |Nov. 13, 1879 & 
Laura Isabella Halvestion .|Se 4 of Ne........................ 25 1N T W| 39:96 Nov. 13, 1879 
Henry Lambacle, Sr...... INO ova ss Sib ahem p ob ahaa Meg 28 5 N 6 W| 160:30 Nov: 13, 1879 
Henry Lambacle, Jr..... NW eb E A cieautes Same aay els 28 5N 6 W| 160:30  |Nov. 15, 1879 
Fred Lehrkind.......... BW donoiesdisenrupb RE S i 28 5 N 6 W| 160:30 Nov. 13, 1879 
Julius Lehrkind......... DG dM M EPOR 28 5 N 6 Wj 160:30  |Nov. 13, 1879 
Hugo Lambacle......... Ne eT E 3 5 N 6 W| 160:97  |Nov. 13, 1879 
Fred Lambacle ......... Cr cite mucins en DN as eae! 3 5 N| 6 W|160:97  |Nov. 18,1879 
W. B. Clavie Schi ias Lot Noo Site thas, wer vies at ase E 2 3 N 6 Wi 81:24 Dec. 1, 1879 
LAWRENCE COUNTY 
H. H. SMI sso sede oe DW 2000 tage cet ————m 17 5 N 12 E| 39:75 Feb. 4, 1878 
James R, Boone.......... Lot No. 9, or Swi of Nwi.......... 8 8N 11 Ei 40 June 24, 1879 


Caleb M. Howell.......... Nelof Nw and Nwiof Neland| 20 2 S| 7 W|120:00 (Nov. 28, 1879 
Sw lot NW o vive tes 
v Nathan N. King......... Nw 4 of Nwi.............use. ical 90 6S 7 Wi 40 Dec. 1, 1879 
Lyman R. Reeves........ Sw $ of NW dies Gace ta e ne 17 2 S 7 W| 80:06 Dec. 28, 1879 
Nw 4 of Sw 1, or Nj ot iot Noa: 18 
FRANKLIN COUNTY. " 
Henry A. Middleton..... EN aves LEr Ee reds 5 5 N 2 Ej 80:72 — Dec. 31, 1877 
David L. Dunn........... Se 4 Sw 4, Sw iS8eil............ l 17 6 N 1 Ej 156:09  |Mc'h.6, 1878 
Nd Be l.lgecei Sheed aed 
W. H. Cowart........... Swe } of Sw4 12 5 N 5 E| 40:26 Dec. 21, 1878 
David L. Dunn.......... hid s. MM NEN TENENTE 17 6 N 1 E| 39:02 = |Ap’l 8, 1879 
Henry M. Buckles....... Ne 4 a Sw 4 and Sw lof Nw 1.... 4 6 N 1 E| 76:94 Dec. 23, 1879 
J. M. Stroud..... ie ios E4XoboNed. e 9 ena 11 TN 4 E| 76:94 Dec. 23, 1879 
GREENE COUNTY. 
John MeInnis........... N 3 Sw 4 and Sw 1 Sw 1............ 19 1 N|  6W|120:80 |Feb. 1, 1878 
G. W. Turner. ...... pee Seto $i Swi and Sw tot Sel........ 7. | 2N 6 Wi) 79:87  |Feb. 15/1878 
G. W. Turner........... Nd. OF DW I 2 beum ia i Reb es 94 2N 6 W| 80 Feb. 19, 1878 
W. W. Avery.........66. Nwi and N} Sw EEEE EN 34 5N 6 W| 240:15  |Feb. 27, 1878 
John McInnis... ......../S BOF SO ds ati cat Tube sia sw 19 1N 6 W| 80:54 Mec’h 1, 1878 
L. D. McMikle........ ... (Frees, Se 4, east of river............ 11 | 5N 6W|72 July 16, 1879 
Thomas White.......... S W Division of................... 13 5N 6 Wi 50 Aug. 6, 1879 
Geo. W. Williams........ Se 1 of a land Nw ł4 of Sw 4..... 5 IN 6wļ89 Aug. 13, 1879 
G. T. Y. Breland........ Se $} of SW ere rz EYE OS 26 3N  6W|40 Aug. 27,1879 


EE 


Exnigir D. 


List of Lands Sold Under the Act of 1853, and Patents Issued Under the Act of February 1, 1877. 


NAME OF PURCHASER. S. T. R. ACRES. DATE. 
JACKSON COUNTY. : 


dem ee crs § E E a E E m T | snes ateenaereneneowae 


Opie Hutchings.......... Nw of. Se d dele SES Eb 29 TS 8 W| 40 Nov. 2, 1870 
Opie Hutchings PEE EN Wł of Bw 1... v b ER OE 78 8 W| 80 Nov. 2, 1870 
Nancy Goff.............. WiNwiandWi4SwH............ 14 38 5 Wi160 60 June 1, 1867 
Nancy Goff.............. SW Of Na po wattle iesene wi 22 38 5 W| 39 90 Mar. 17, 1869 
ER: Seal.s scs Ed Wj pu Netof Nwiand Se 4 

Of BW. sae oe eke Roa xs 31 7S 7 WI51 49 Nov, 3, 1870 
B SL. ensisi convey’ NwW4OLSWd... op Eon. 31 78 7 Wi 37 87 Nov. 3, 1870 

COPIAH COUNTY 

Louis Irecher.... ....... DAT he A 32 | 9 9 E| T9 75  |Nov. £9, 1869" 


GREENE COUNTY. 
B. P. MeLeod.............|:W 4 Nedand S4 Nw 1............. 34 1N 8 W|160 June 1, 1855 


oo 
n 


PERRY COUNTY. 
Nancy C. Bradley......... Lot 7 (or fraet. Nw 1).............. 18 
MARION COUNTY. 


Samuel MeLelland....... SA 0b NOD qm 18 
John D. Cooper.......... W 4 of Ne. p XM 18 
Ej of Nei and Ne iof Nw i and 
John D. Cooper.......... ig Ol MOP M MT NP een we hie 
HANCOCK COUNTY. . 
Henry B. Dillard ........ Lots No. 3 and 4................... 30 
Henry B. Dillard......... North Division of Lot No. 2......... 30 
Darthula Lama..... Sur a ido ERRORES URS QUE DU Um 32 
Thomas L. Seal.......... NwiNeiNiNwi..............| 5 
Oliver P. Edwards........ Nedand NediNw i................ 12 
Oliver P. Edwards........ Ak H Nediand Nw iSel............ "14 
Jack SOC cE MEME NCF. i's wre ete oie bl Seay wae S'S z...] 20 
John Moody & Elias Seals NG hy doneriuesvs oda ust sonde ales 3 
Elias Seals & John Moody|E 4 Ne 1.....................Luue. 4 
Elias Seals & John Moody|W 4 Nw 1......................... | 3 
John J. McCaughan...... Sjand Nw 1and Sw 1 of Ne 1...... 14 
John J. McCaughan, As'ne/All........... Vasco rene Cee 15 
John J. McCaughan er Me NGI ect ace meted etnies pater 21 
John J. Moveneuen: CUIRE -—————— C € 25 


WWI KH db2 10) 0)b2002 0 


op UD UD Un. 


3 N 


tis 


pp un uo uo up u»U up 


10 W|121 35 


14 W| 89 10 


16 W| 79 52 
17 Wi159 69 


17 W| 94 
17 W| 40 

9 W|159 39 
13 W|120 42 
10 W 
10 W|280 92 
12 W|160 54 


13 Wi 80 


12 Wj519 

12 W640 40 
12 W| 80 07 
12 Wj320 70 


June 1, 1855 


Aug. 22,1859 
Aug. 24, 1859 


Aug. 24, 1860 


Q. 


Pot 


Dec. 30, 1859 
Dec. 31,1859 


June 21,1858 


Nov. 10, 1859 


Mar. 9, 1861 
Mar. 21,1859 
Aug. 19, 1859 


Aug. 19, 1859 
June 2, 1858 
June 2, 1858 
Mar. 21, 1859 
May 29, 1858 


cg 


* 


Exursir D. 


List of Lands Sold Under Act of 1852, and Patents Issued Under Act of February 1, 1877. 


NAME OF PURCHASER. S. 
HANCOCK COUNTY. | 

John J. McCaughan, As'nelE 4 and Ej of W 4 and Se 4.. .|36& 25 
Se tof Se 4, W 4 Se 4, Swi, PT of 

John J. MeCaughan,As'ne| Nwi........ ............ heus. 

John J. MeCaughan, "Asn’e|Sw d cuoc oido eus Vues osa es | 25 
ng C ET 36 

Sidney. OLS S oS vous Nw 4, Nw 4 Ne 4....... EEE 94 

OF Ol BO D 27 

Marion Holcomb ....... Se 4 and S $ Ne 1.................. 33 

Enos D. Otis............ Nw łand N4 of Ne Ẹ..... ..... Uus 29 

John F. Hudson......... L5 EE = 

Elizabeth Holcomb....... Sw id of Ed and N 4 Se land Sw tof P: 

M. A. V. OUS e er Ne Tot DW aid sisse educ SD 19 

Seth Batson............ SYWdwasu Ri t EVaDSS e EOS | 3 
Ned coeunt edad Ed sabes 9 

Seth Batson............. E 4 Nwi, E 4 Sw 4................ 9 

Alexander Craft,......... SWE OW e pacers Lese Rp 2 


T. 


-J 
vn 


AYY Nay Ata a 


MPRNRN DN 


NPN RNR 


R. ACRES. 


CM ur rM. Ae 


12 W|630 89 
11 W|315 66 
19 W|317 92 


11 W240 


11 W240 
11 Wj240 
11 Wj640 40 


11 W|159 96 
10 W| 41 07 


12 W|400 90 
12 Wi160 
10 W| 40 


DATE. 


May 29, 1858 
May 29, 1858 
June 2, 1858 


May 29, 1858 
May 29, 1858 
May 29, 1858 
May 29, 1858 


May 29, 1858 
May 29, 1858 


Oct. 11, 1862 
June 17,1859 
Oct. 27, 1860 
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~i 


John Bond.... ......... 
John Terrell 
John Bell 


e 9 o t o4 m - t or o. Lr 


$9 m o c o o *] €. 9  » 4 vw» 


Henry Lienhard. 


Edward Cronsba 
Roberi Dobston.. 


'Thomas Dobtson.... 


... All 
Pa 
a Ned: 


e. serso € oc ^» bOr ee ed 


oi. D cp 
N 4 and NiSw 4, Nw 4Sef ands4 
of S4 Nw fof Sw re 


.. © ew ae 
to sas ee) 


a zac» £12.14 ^». ë ba, c 


c9 «22-21 


1| 38 
2 | 28 
T 
6| 7S 
04 | 78 
19 | 7S 
91 | 458 
E 
" 48 
7 | 48 


10 W{160 
12 W| 80 99 


11 Wj502 68 
12 Wi956 38 


12 Wi. : 
19 W| 80 56 


12 WÍ175 51 


12 W 


July 28, 1860 
June 29, 1859 


May 29, 1858 
June 3, J858. 


Nov. 25, 1859 


Feb. 10, 1860 
Nov. 4, 1859 


LE 


